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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 12 and 14-23 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection prompted by applicant's amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner 
and process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to 
enable any person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated 
by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply . 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention.. As a result of the amendment to claim 12, claims 12 and 17 are now directed 
to different embodiments of the claimed invention, thus making dependent claim 17 inconsistent 
with claim 12 and directed to a combination of embodiments for which there is no support in the 
disclosure. Claim 18 is rejected because it depends from claim 17. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 
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Claims 12, 14-19 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Abuelyaman et al (U.S. Patent No. 7,005,143). 

With respect to claim 12: Abuelyaman teaches a wound dressing 10 having opposed outermost 
backside and bodyside surfaces, the bodyside surface being generally planar and defines the 
outermost surface on a proximal side of the dressing intended to be directly placed adjacent a 
wound surface, the dressing comprising: an absorbent core 12 defining'opposed proximal and 
distal surfaces, the distal surface including a central portion and a border portion; a liquid 
impervious, vapor permeable backing layer 18 defining opposed proximal and distal surfaces, 
the proximal surface of the backing layer 18 extending over the distal surface of the absorbent 
core 12 as is seen in Fig. 1, and defining a border portion extending beyond and surrounding 
peripheral edges of the absorbent core 12, the distal surface of the backing layer defining the 
backside surface of the wound dressing 10; a first skin adherent facing layer 20 secured only to 
the proximal surface of the 

border portion of the backing layer and surrounding the peripheral edges of the absorbent core 
12 inasmuch as Abuelyaman teaches that the backing layer 18 and the first facing layer 20 with 
adhesive film 26 are constructed to form a pocket, pouch or envelope that surrounds the gel 
layer, i.e. layer 12, a proximal surface of the first facing layer 20 defining a portion of the 
bodyside surface of the wound dressing and a second facing layer in the form of a second 
absorbent layer directly secured to and considered herein to be coextensive with the proximal 
surface of the absorbent core 12, as Abuelyaman teaches that the two absorbent sublayers 
together form one absorbent structure. 

Abuelyaman does not explicitly teach a proximal surface of the second facing layer that 
defines a portion of the bodyside surface of the wound dressing 10. However, since 
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Abuelyaman teaches that the facing layer may comprise an adhesive layer and it is known in 
the art to surround an absorbent core of a wound dressing with adhesive, it would be obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the facing layer 20 taught by Abuelyaman with adhesive 
layer 26 present thereon, which is only adhered to the backing layer at the periphery of the core 
12 to form a pocket, such that the facing layer only surrounds the periphery of the core instead 
of extending over the proximal surface of said second absorbent layer and contains a 
coextensive adhesive layer 26 secured thereto with a reasonable expectation of success. Thus 
a proximal surface of the second facing layer would define a portion of the bodyside surface of 
dressing 10 and be generally co-planar with the proximal surface of the first facing layer 20, 
because if the first facing layer with adhesive layer 26 thereon is, modified such that it only 
extends around the periphery of the core defining the second facing layer, the second facing 
layer would necessarily be generally co-planar with the proximal surface of the first facing layer 
20 and the periphery of the second facing layer is necessarily contiguous with a periphery of the 
first facing layer, because they share a boundary defined by the peripheral edge of gel layer 12. 
The bodyside surface of the wound dressing would thus consist of the proximal surfaces of the 
first and second facing layers. 

Abuelyaman teaches that the second facing layer (i.e. the second absorbent layer) has 
adhesive properties. The term "adhesive properties" is considered herein to include skin 
adherent properties. Abuelyaman does not explicitly teach that the second facing layer is 
composed of a skin adherent hydrophobic silicone gel. However Abuelyaman teaches that the 
second absorbent layer/second facing layer functions as a barrier between the first absorbent 
layer comprised of the instant gel material and is less absorbent than said gel material. Since 
Abuelyaman teaches that the gel material comprises a hydrophobic monomer, it would be 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the second absorbent layer/second facing 
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layer so as to be comprised of a skin adherent hydrophobic gel. Silicone gel is an example of a 
hydrophobic gel that would accomplish the identical function of acting as a barrier to other 
hydrophobic gel monomers taught by Abuelyaman, therefore it would be obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the article of Abuelyaman such that the second facing layer 
comprises a skin adherent hydrophobic gel with a reasonable expectation of success to 
preserve the function of the second facing layer as a barrier between the wound and said first 
absorbent layer. 

Abuelyaman does not teach that the second facing layer is perforated. However since 
Abuelyaman teaches that the first facing layer 20 is perforated and teaches that the perforations 
24 conduct exudates from the wound, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the second facing layer such that said second facing layer is perforated as taught by 
Abuelyaman for the first facing layer, since both facing layers are coplanar and their proximal 
surfaces define a continuous bodyside surface contacting the wound. 

With respect to claim 14: The border portion of the backing layer 18 is substantially parallel with 
the distal surface 16 of the absorbent core 12. (Fig. 1) 

With respect to claim 15: The border portion of the backing layer 18 includes at least two 
opposed elongate sections, each opposed elongate section extending from a corresponding 
side of the absorbent core 12. (Col. 19, lines 57-60) 

With respect to- claim 16: Abuelyaman teaches by reference to RE 24,906 to Ulrich that the first 
facing layer 26 is a pressure sensitive adhesive. (Col. 18, lines 51-57, '906, Col. 1, lines 18-20) 
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With respect to claim 17: The first facing layer 26 extends along the entire proximal surface of 
the backing layer 18. (Fig. 1) 

With respect to claim 18: The first facing layer 26 is sufficiently porous so as not to occlude 
moisture transmission through the backing layer 18. (Col. 19, lines 20-28) 

With respect to claim 19: The first facing layer 26 has greater skin adherence 
properties than the second facing layer 20, as Abuelyaman teaches that the adhesive of layer 
26 is a pressure-sensitive adhesive typically used to adhere substrates to skin, while the 
adhesive present on layer 20 is an adhesive other than a pressure-sensitive adhesive. (Col. 18, 
lines 36-57) 

With respect to claim 22: Abuelyaman teaches a wound dressing 10 having opposed bodyside 
and backside surfaces, comprising: an absorbent core 12 defining opposed proximal and distal 
surfaces 14,16, respectively, the bodyside surface being generally planar as can be seen in Fig. 
1 and defines the outermost surface on a proximal side of the dressing intended to be directly 
placed adjacent a wound surface; a liquid impervious, vapor permeable backing layer 18 
defining opposed proximal and distal surfaces, the proximal surface of the backing layer 18 
extending over the distal surface 16 of the absorbent core, and defining a border portion 22 
extending beyond and surrounding peripheral edges of the absorbent core 12, the distal surface 
of the backing layer defining the backside surface of the wound dressing 10; and a continuous 
skin adherent facing layer 26 composed of a skin adherent hydrophobic gel and directly secured 
to both the proximal surface 14 of the absorbent core and the border portion 22 of the backing 
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layer, the facing layer 26 defining a pattern of through extending apertures only along the 
portion thereof bounded by the peripheral edges of the absorbent core 12, the facing layer 26 
defining the bodyside surface of the wound dressing 10. (Fig. 1, Col. 19, lines 16-28, 53-67, Col. 
20, lines 1-9) 

Abuelyaman does not explicitly teach that the second facing layer is composed of a skin 
adherent hydrophobic silicone gel. However Abuelyaman teaches that the second absorbent 
layer/second facing layer functions as a barrier between the first absorbent layer comprised of 
the instant gel material and is less absorbent than said gel material. Since Abuelyaman teaches 
that the gel material comprises a hydrophobic monomer, it would be obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the second absorbent layer/second facing layer so as to be comprised 
of a skin adherent hydrophobic gel. Silicone gel is an example of a hydrophobic gel that would 
accomplish the identical function of acting as a barrier to other hydrophobic gel monomers 
taught by Abuelyaman, therefore it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the article of Abuelyaman such that the second facing layer comprises a skin adherent 
hydrophobic gel with a reasonable expectation of success to preserve the function of the 
second facing layer as a barrier between the wound and said first absorbent layer. 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Abuelyaman in 
view of Bogart (U.S. Patent No. 5,512,041). 

With respect to claim 20: Abuelyaman does not teach that the peripheral edges of the 
absorbent core 12 have a bevel extending downwardly and inwardly towards a central axis 
thereof from the distal surface to the proximal surface thereof. Bogart teaches a wound dressing 
having an absorbent core with a bevel extending downwardly and inwardly towards a central 
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axis thereof from the distal surface to the proximal surface thereof. Since the articles of 
Abuelyaman and Bogart seek to solve a similar problem in the art (i.e. provide a wound dressing 
for absorbing wound exudates, it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the article of Abuelyaman such that the absorbent core has a bevel as taught by Bogart with a 
reasonable expectation of success. 

Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Abuelyaman 
('143) in view of de Jong et al (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0120229). 

With respect to claim 23: Abuelyaman teaches a wound dressing 10 having opposed bodyside 
and backside surfaces, the bodyside surface being generally planar as can be seen in Fig. 1 
and defines the outermost surface on a proximal side of the dressing intended to be directly 
placed adjacent a wound surface, comprising: an absorbent core 12 defining opposed proximal 
and distal surfaces 14,16, respectively; a liquid impervious, vapor permeable backing layer 18 
defining opposed proximal and distal surfaces, the proximal surface of the backing layer 18 
extending over the distal surface of the absorbent core 12, and defining a border portion 22 
extending beyond and surrounding peripheral edges of the absorbent core 12, the distal surface 
of the backing layer 18 defining the backside surface of the wound dressing 10; and a 
continuous skin adherent facing layer 26 directly secured to both the proximal surface of the 
absorbent core 14 and the proximal surface of the border portion 22 of the backing layer 18, the 
facing layer defining a pattern of through extending apertures only along an apertured portion 
thereof adjacent to the distal surface 16 of the absorbent core and bounded by the peripheral 
edges of the absorbent core 18, the portion of the facing layer 26 corresponding to the border 
portion 22 of the backing layer having a generally smooth surface, the facing layer 26 defining 
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the entirety of the bodyside of the wound dressing 10. (Fig. 1, Col. 19, lines 16-28, 53-67, Col. 
20, lines 1-9) The continuous facing layer is formed from a pressure-sensitive adhesive layer 
comprising... as taught by reference to Ulrich RE 24,906) 

Abuelyaman does not teach that a polymeric foam based core 12. However the use of 
such polymeric foams as absorbent core materials is well known in the art of wound dressings 
as supported by de Jong (H0007), therefore it would be obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the wound dressing of Abuelyaman such that the core 12 is comprised of polymeric 
foam based absorbent core with a reasonable expectation of success to ensure that the wound 
dressing aptly provides the function of absorbing wound exudates. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's submission of an information disclosure statement under 37 CFR 1.97(c) with 
the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) on August 31, 2007 prompted the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 609.04(b). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date 
of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Melanie J. Hand whose telephone number is 571-272-6464. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 8:00-5:30, alternate Fridays 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tatyana Zalukaeva can be reached on 571-272-1115. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Melanie J Hand 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 

October 19, 2007 



